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Synopsis

This classic, painstakingly researched compilation of music information, newly revised and
enlarged, analyzes nearly 1,000 of the world’s most familiar melodies, tracing them back to their
original printed sources. Here in one convenient volume are the composers, lyricists, copyright date,
first lines of music, lyrics, physical condition of first editions, and other data on a tremendous range
of compositions, including We Shall Overcome, Haydn’s Surprise Symphony, The Well-Tempered
Clavier, There’s No Business Like Show Business, Silent Night, Pictures at an Exhibition,

Schubertd ™s Ave Maria, and many more. 30 black-and-white illustrations.
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Customer Reviews

This is a scholarly book in a user-friendly disguise. If you’'ve ever wondered about the origin of a
song or some other music, rely on this book to give you the straight dope. So the Ingalls family sang
"Jingle Bells" on an episode of "Little House on the Prairie?" Had it been written yet? This book will

tell you.

This book has been around for a while, and has lots of wonderful things in it. It does not, however,
always represent the highest standards of scholarship. After all, how could it? He’s discussing
dozens of tunes and one can’t be on top of all of them equally. This doesn’t mean anything if you're

reading for entertainment, but just don’t believe everything you read. The entry on "Happy Birthday,"



for example relies on third hand testimony (referenced in the footnotes as if that made it
authoritative) and unfortunately, the effect is to impugn Mildred Hill, composer of the original
version, titled "Good Morning to All" by implying that she took it from earlier themes. Most weird is
that the author mentions the tune Bishopsthorpe by Clarke, implying that it's opening measures are
the basis for "Happy Birthday’s" final four bars. Not only are there significant differences between
the two, to confuse the four four bars of a hymn tune in 4/4 with the last bars of another song in 3/4
with any implication that they are related is just wrong.In many ways Mr. Fuld has done a great thing
with this book, and has pulled together lots of different kinds of work. But when suggesting that
people have based their work on the work of others, as is clearly done in the "Happy Birthday"
piece, one must really do the legwork oneself and look at all the antecedants first hand. The author
has not done this, so each article should not be considered an end in itself--actually articles should

never be--but really the beginning of digging.

Interesting, clear and in-depth - a truly terrific and handy book. The author, over his lifetime,
assembled multiple and varying actual examples of the works listed, at each stage of their
development, and created timelines for their progression, making the leap from collector to historian.
It is from Fuld’s physical safeguarding of centuries old musical ephemera that we have such original
examples today - and it is from Fuld’s fine mind that we have each song’s musical and lyrical origin,
and combination, and progression through time. Fuld is the founder of popular music as an

academic field and as a collectible field.
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